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Date(s) Used 
 

January 2011 

Civics Category 
 

III. U.S. History and Government and Citizenship 

Civics Objective 
 

1. Government and Law – Identify basic organization 

of federal government 

2. Government and Law – Identify people and events 

in federal government 
Time Frame to Complete 
Lesson 
 

Two 1-hour sessions 

EFL(s) 
 

3, 4 

Standard(s)/Components of 
Performance 
 

Listen Actively 

Speak so that Others Can Understand 

Read with Understanding 

Convey Ideas in Writing 
Benchmark(s) 
 

 L.3.1.  Demonstrate comprehension of sentences of 

simple topics. 

 L.3.4.  Respond appropriately to simple questions and 

one-step directions.   

 L.4.1.  Demonstrate comprehension of familiar topics. 

 L.4.4.  Respond appropriately to questions and two-

step directions from various listening situations. 

 S.4.1.  Participate in conversations on familiar topics. 

 S.4.3.  Use grammatical structures (e.g., future and 

common irregularly past tenses) to communicate 

meaning. 

 R.3.2.  Use strategies to understand text. 

 R.3.3.  Use strategies to monitor decoding and word 

recognition of simple sentences with familiar 

vocabulary. 
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 R.4.1.  Comprehend information in common forms and 

simple paragraphs. 

 R.4.2.  Use strategies to understand text. 

 W.3.2.  Organize simple sentences. 

 W.3.3.  Produce simple sentences on familiar 

subjects. 

 W.3.4.  Illustrate some control of basic grammar. 

 W.4.2.  Organize simple sentences with a beginning, 

middle, and end. 

 W.4.3.  Produce a simple paragraph on a familiar 

topic. 

 W.4.4.  Use grammatical structures (e.g., future and 

common irregular past tenses, commonly used 

adjectives, pronouns, propositions, possessives). 
Materials 
 

 Teacher-made worksheets on the Constitution – 

vocabulary words, story about a classroom studying 

the making of the U.S. Constitution 

 Journal or recording sheets 

 Vocabulary handouts 

 
Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: This project should be initiated only after a study 

of the Revolutionary War and how it ended. 

 

1. Write vocabulary on the board and pass out a copy 

to each student. 

2. Using prior knowledge of the students, see if each 

of the words can be defined.  Teacher can give 

background as needed. 

3. Have students cut out each word to use as a 

vocabulary card. 

4. Then hand out the worksheet with the definitions.  

Cut them out. 

5. As a class, match up the words and definitions.  

Make sure everyone is correct with the 

definitions. 

6. Next pass out the teacher-made story that gives 

more information about the Constitution. 

7. Read together and discuss the questions. 

 
Assessment/ 
Evidence 

Working in teams of two, students can mix up vocabulary 
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words and definitions to try to get them back in order 

correctly.  Students can also participate in discussions 

using new vocabulary. 
Reflection Students can see the important need for organized 

governments and how important it is to understand how 

our government works. 
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